
 As we have already noted in our study on male/female complementarity, the sovereign God joined man and 
woman in divinely defined relationship called marriage, Gen 2:18-25, in order to fulfill his divine mandate as his image-
bearers charged with the privilege of exercising dominion over all other aspects of creation, 1:26-28.   The sublime 
responsibility as God’s vice-regents required them to “to be fruitful and multiply”, that is, to fill the earth with 
descendants made in God’s image and derivatively, in their own image, 5:3.  A very crucial dimension of the inseparable 
link between image-bearing and subduing the earth through procreative fruitfulness was the responsibility to bear 
children who would be instructed in the ways of God and who would as a consequence, live lives in obedience to him.  
Thus, in the divine soliloquy concerning whether he should divulge his plan of raining down judgment on sinful Sodom 
and Gomorrah to Abraham, the Lord God mused of him, “..I have chosen him, that he may command his children and 
his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to 
Abraham what he has promised him."  18:19.  God’s covenant relationship with Abraham required him to live an 
uncompromisingly holy life for “When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, 
"I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may 
multiply you greatly."  vv. 1-2.  This covenant faithfulness was an intergenerational requirement, vv. 9-10.  With 
Abraham as God’s appointed head, Abraham’s family was to model this ethical characteristic throughout all generations.   
 The male’s responsibility for providing godly leadership and a holy orderliness within the marriage is 
emphasized throughout the entirety of Scripture.  It is depicted in the context of a faithful, monogamous relationship in 
which the man is required to restructure and re-prioritize (not remove) his parental responsibilities by holding fast to his 
wife with whom he is joined together in an eternally binding relationship as one flesh, 2:24.  Thus, the husband is 
required to stubbornly resist all seductive temptations to marital unfaithfulness by exercising wisdom, honor and self-
control in all situations, Pro 5:1-23.  He is to love his wife in an exemplary albeit imperfect way, Eph 5:28, and is to 
exercise  gentle, loving and tender care of her as the weaker vessel, 1 Pe 3:7.  In addition, the man was required to provide 
for his family, 1 Tim 5:8.  
 The Old Testament clearly shows the priestly role of the father.  Before the Levitical priesthood was formally 
established, the husband was responsible for offering sacrifices to God on behalf of himself and his family, Gen 8:20; 
12:7-8; 22:2-9.  In the celebration of the Passover in the home, the father assumed the priestly duty of prayer and was 
required to explain the reason for and significance of the meal to his children, Ex 12:24-27.   All family members 
faithfully observed the weekly sabbath day of rest, 29:9-11; Dt 5:13-15.  [Sinclair B. Ferguson and J.I. Packer, New Dictionary of 
Theology (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 251].  In addition, the Scripture provides us with the encouraging 
example of Job who, fearing that his reveling children had sinned and cursed God in in their hearts, would continually 
“send and consecrate them, and … would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of 
them all.”  Job 1:5.  Indeed, the husbands are to contribute to the spiritual maturity of their wives, Eph 5:25-27, who were 
to lovingly submit to their own husbands “as to the Lord.”  Eph 5:22; Col 3:18; 1 Pe 3:1. 
 Lastly, as head of the home, the father was responsible for instructing his children in the ways of godliness, Dt 
6:4-7.  The apostolic admonition, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord.”  Eph 6:4, is a fitting summary of this divine duty; cf.  Col 3:21.  Children were to honor their 
parents and their God-given authority over the family, Ex 20:12; Eph 6:2.  
 From these brief examples, we see that God’s covenant family has a clear division of labor under the leadership 
of the husband.  This was God’s plan  for perpetuating his image and likeness and for populating and exercising his 
elegated rule over his creation.  
  

  

  

  

  

   
 


